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Har-ber Meadows Race Report by Kary Cummins

For most this race marks the end of the racing sea-
son. However, for me this year it marks only my
second race of the year. It was really fun to be rac-
ing again and with it being only my second race, it
was fun and exciting. | even brought my camera,
which usually is reserved for only the first few races
of the year. | took a few pictures and wanted to
share them with everyone. | apologize if | missed
tabybne. Also, these are just my thoughts. If | get it
wrong, please, give us your own race reports which

Il 6m sure wil!/ be more accu

Cat 45 Race

The Cat 4-5 race was the first | could watch. We

had Bob LeMaster in this one. The weather was
overcast all day with a pretty still wind from the

East. This made for a gutter -fest on the back
stretch. Bob seemed to be very attentive and made
a couple of attempts to get in a break, but it just
wasndt to be. I think it

sprint. Good job, Bob. | t dnss phrfeat. However héoveas dlone aad againc e

about 40 and not have teammates. As with many 4 -
5 races it looked like a race of attrition.

Cat 4 Masters 30+/Masters 55+

The Cat 4 Masters 30+ / 55+ race was next. With a
small field we had three racers. A strong 55+ rider
got off the front solo for most of the race. The rest
of the pack looked content to just ride around in
circles. Our guys finished strong with yet another
pack sprint finish. | don't have the results or entry
sheets so | don't know every in the race, however |
think Ivan Rodriguez (TT rider on the right) got 3rd.

Cat 34

The Cat 3-4 race was awesome. We had at least 5
strong riders. It was great to see that they talked
before the race and had a plan. It was apparent
early on what that was when Ben and Alan got off
the front together.

It was a pretty sight. They were there for at
least half the race. However there were too
many strong teams not represented in the
break and our two were pulled back. But
envaitl.dmimediagely Gheis Mogre caunterade Ik

the pack reeled him in. But wait... A second
counter by none other than Kyle Freeman. He
tried to wait for others to bridge across, but no
one came. Again, the pack was relentless and
pulled him back. This set it up for a sprint fin-
ish which would have had one of our best riders
contending for the win, Ben Silk, but he flatted
with less than two to go. The rest of the team
positioned themselves well, and Chris Moore
had enough time to recover from his earlier
efforts to throw down a vicious sprint, getting
3rd out of the fierce competition. It was pretty
to watch. If you weren't there, you missed a
really good display of teamwork. Nice job

guys!!

See page 2 for rest of race report
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Harber Meadows Race Report (Continued) by Kary Cummins

The Women's Open race was next. Rabyne Rogue was our lone woman
in the race. It looked very dynamic but with a small field it looked

hard for them to get any sustained hard efforts to get a group away,

that was until close to the end of the race. Three got away and with

all of the major teams represented, it was hard for any organized

chase to form. Rabyne didn't make the break but made the most of it
with the win of the pack sprint finish. | think that gave her 4th for the
race. Good job Rabyne.

We were represented well in this one. We had some fresh blood along
with a few that had doubled up on the day. Janne, Chris Z and Jeremy
were the fresh meat. Yes, Jeremy. He came out of retirement in order
to start his training for cross. Also, he swore that Shane told him it was
a duathlon. Right... Anyway, you know Chris. He wanted us to make
the race hard. |, on the other hand, didn't. A nice easy race with a
sprint finish was all | needed. Well, Chris got his wish. It was hard. |
spotted the Arkansas State Championship jersey and was glued to his
wheel. OUCH!! He laid down some attacks that were fierce. | was able
to cover a few but had to let Janne, Chris and Shane do the rest. Jer-
emy tried to make it hard as Chris mentioned in our pre -race meeting.
He got on the front and put the hammer down. However, no one was
willing to let him recover after his hard pull. This made for a short day
for him, but was helpful for the overall outcome of the race.

With the crosswind now blowing the hardest of the day, the gutter was
where everyone wanted. This proved to be a dangerous spot for our
own Ben Silk. 4 people trying to occupy the same spot at the same
time doesn't usually work. Ben got bumped and banged into, which
lead to him going down hard. It all happened just to my front and left.
It was a thing of beauty and seemed to go on for minutes. Ben fought
the good fight to stay rubber side down. With his right leg clipped out,
flying all over trying to regain his balance and control, | thought he
was going to pull it off, however, the last bumper in the pinball game
he was a part of sent him down and into the curb. | hope you're okay,
Ben. For what it's worth, it was a sight to see. And for the rest of the
race everyone only occupied one spot at a time.

There were so many attacks and counter -attacks it was hard
to count. Chris, Janne and Shane got in several but nothing
stuck. Until, somehow Chris found the right one. This break
had the right teams and the right amount of horsepower. It
worked. The rest of us tried our best to protect the break's
lead. The gap hovered around the 25 second mark which
proved to be just enough. Chris gave it everything he had for
the sprint and led all the way until the last 20 feet of the
sprint, which was where the other Chris (AK State Champion)
nipped him on the line.

On the last lap Shane and | tried our best to deliver Janne to
the last corner so that he could take the pack sprint. Our
efforts came up a little short with me not being in such great
shape, and Janne was left on his own for about the last half
of the lap. Janne being Janne gave everything and dug deep,
but it wasn't to be. He still had a lead going into the last
corner but the teams with sprinters were able to get them to
the 200 meter line and they did the rest. | was so far back
that | didn't get to see the finish. We'll have to wait for the
results to see how it all shook out.

Thanks guys. It was an awesome race. Fun. Hard. Exciting.
Painful. Teamwork. Everything that we do this for.

Hope to see you all out for the Soundpony Crit in Tahlequah
next weekend. It will be the final race of the year as far as |
know. And will definitely be the last for me this year. See
you there.

Kary
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